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undisturbed. Our challenge as leaders of a
growing population has been to assure that
the most sensitive of these areas are pro-
tected from development so that future gen-
erations—our kids and their kids—have the
same ability that we have had to see the mag-
nificent vistas and enjoy the benefits of a
clean environment. The Wild Olympics Wilder-
ness & Wild and Scenic River Act of 2012 rep-
resents an important incremental step in as-
suring the protection of additional roadless
areas in Washington, and | will be working
with my colleagues on the Natural Resources
Committee to urge timely consideration of this
legislation.

JUDY DENISON

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 21, 2012

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate and applaud my friend
and talented singer Judy Denison for receiving
the Living Landmark Award.

The Living Landmark Award is presented by
the Golden Landmarks Association, a non-
profit organization whose focus is to preserve
historic places and educate people about the
wonderful history the City of Golden has to
offer.

Judy Denison relocated to Golden in 1988
because she loves the peaceful nature of
Golden and the small town feel. She was the
co-founder of Save the Mesas and an orga-
nizer for the Mesa Music Festival. Judy’s in-
volvement in Citizens Involved in Northwest
Quadrant (CINQ) lead to the establishment of
the Golden Newsletter, which reaches out to
nearly 1,000 Golden citizens each week. The
newsletter discusses environmental and cul-
tural news and its mission is to preserve the
clean mountain air and the ambiance of Gold-
en.

Judy’s accomplishments are many. After a
medical mission to Belize, Judy set up the
Belize Education Project to send teachers to
Belize and provide books and scholarships to
underprivileged students. She is a member of
the Golden Rotary Club and meets with teen-
age girls in the community to discuss life and
ethics. Furthering her youth outreach, Judy or-
ganized the Golden Community Choirs, which
is now in its twelfth season.

Judy Denison is a true “Golden” citizen in
every sense of the word. She has been a
champion in the community and | am honored
to congratulate her on this well deserved rec-
ognition by the Golden Landmarks Associa-
tion. Thank you for making our community a
proud place for all Coloradans.

———

DOMESTIC ENERGY AND JOBS ACT
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Wednesday, June 20, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4480) to provide
for the development of a plan to increase oil
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and gas exploration, development, and pro-
duction under oil and gas leases of Federal
lands under the jurisdiction of the Secretary
of Agriculture, the Secretary of Energy, the
Secretary of the Interior, and the Secretary
of Defense in response to a drawdown of pe-
troleum reserves from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve:

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Chair, | rise
today in support of H.R. 4480, the Domestic
Energy and Jobs Act. This important legisla-
tion brings together multiple domestic energy
bills that seek to help jumpstart our economy,
spur job creation, and reduce energy costs on
families and small businesses.

Given our slow economic recovery and high
unemployment, we ought to do everything
within our powers to ease the burdens facing
Americans. Instead, this Administration con-
tinues to push policies that stifle job creation
and increase uncertainty. The failed policies of
the last three and a half years have only made
a bad situation worse. Why would we continue
to go down a path that makes it harder and
harder for American companies to compete in
a competitive global market? Energy costs are
a major factor for companies when they are
considering building a new facility or moving
operations overseas. Let's make that decision
easy for them and work to keep energy costs
low so a U.S. presence is more attractive.

Today, we have an opportunity to pass leg-
islation that will help stimulate the economy,
lower the costs on small businesses and put
a few extra dollars in the pockets of hard
working Americans. For too long, we have ig-
nored the abundant resources here at home,
leaving us at the mercy of OPEC and other
unstable countries throughout the world. |
found it amusing that earlier this year when
gas prices rose to record levels, some of my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle,
these are the same individuals who are vehe-
mently opposed to opening up production of
oil and gas here in the U.S., were encouraging
OPEC to increase oil production output. Why
would we encourage OPEC to increase pro-
duction, while doing everything in our power to
severely limit production here at home?

Additionally, | am pleased that this legisla-
tion makes an attempt to reduce the abuse of
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to score
short term political points by tying the release
of oil to opening up federal lands for oil and
gas production. Also, this legislation takes im-
portant steps to streamline the permitting proc-
ess for all energy sources, increase trans-
parency and accountability on EPA regula-
tions, and provide for greater lease certainty.

It is important for everyone to understand
that currently only three percent of federal
land is leased for oil and gas development.
Given the instability in the Middle East, we
must make it a priority to explore and develop
our own natural resources. This doesn’t mean
that this has to come at the expense of our
environment. The U.S. Chamber of Commerce
has identified 351 energy projects that have
been stalled by “not in my backyard” suits,
regulatory red tape, and endless challenges
from environmentalists. What many may not
realize is that almost half of these projects
were for renewable energy projects. So this is
not just an obstacle the oil and gas industry is
facing. | am confident that we can find a way
to ensure the protection of our environment
while developing energy resources here at
home, and this legislation is a step forward to
make that possible.
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It is time we put Americans back to work,
and this legislation will go a long way to en-
courage economic growth, decrease our na-
tion’s dependence on foreign sources of oil,
and reduce the costs on hard working Ameri-
cans. | urge my colleagues to support this bill.

RECOGNIZING ILIR ZHERKA

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 21, 2012

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask the House of Representatives to join me
in recognizing llir Zherka, Executive Director of
DC Vote, who has been the outstanding lead-
er of District of Columbia residents in the fight
for equal citizenship rights in our country. llir
will celebrate his tenth anniversary as Execu-
tive Director of DC Vote on June 24, 2012. llir
has built DC Vote in membership and in the
use of a wide assortment of sophisticated tac-
tics and approaches. Under llirs leadership,
DC Vote has sustained itself for 10 years with-
out interruption, thus ensuring the sustain-
ability of a citizen’s movement here for the first
time in decades. llir has been the major tacti-
cian of the movement, skillfully using ap-
proaches as varied as polling, lobbying, and
civil disobedience.

Most recently, llir was the architect of un-
precedented civil disobedience on the streets
in front of the Senate and the White House
last year, after Congress reimposed anti-
home-rule riders on the D.C. appropriations
bill, and after the District government barely
avoided being shut down because of a federal
budget fight in which the city was not involved.
lli's own arrest was emblematic of the coura-
geous leadership that he has given the move-
ment.

llirs earlier leadership in the fight of D.C.
residents for a full vote in the House brought
the city the closest to success in its history. llir
brought a wide variety of approaches to the
voting rights struggle with mounting success.
His valuable work behind the scenes in estab-
lishing contacts to help remove an amendment
that tied passage of the D.C. House Voting
Rights Act (DCVRA) to the elimination of the
city’s gun safety laws is not well known. Years
of diligent and systematic work brought pas-
sage of the DCVRA in the House and Senate,
only to be undercut by the dangerous gun
amendment. This disappointment after many
years of hard work would have caused many
to move on. However, on the heels of the set-
back for voting rights, llir immediately turned
to leading a new fight for D.C. budget auton-
omy and building an expanded national coali-
tion to protect the District's home rule from an
unprecedented series of attacks.

llirs aggressive creativity in building DC
Vote has been matched by personal modesty,
rare in a leader of a movement. Most who
have worked with llir have been unaware that
he was brought to this country as a child in an
immigrant family from Montenegro, fleeing eth-
nic tension with Albanians. He rose from an
underprivileged childhood in the South Bronx
to attend college at Cornell University and law
school at the University of Virginia. llirs work
for justice before and during his leadership of
DC Vote was chronicled in an April 2012 arti-
cle in Washingtonian magazine, entitled “Tak-
ing It to the Street.” | ask for unanimous con-
sent to place the article in the RECORD.
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